PLEASE SUPPORT SM 7
Senator Natalie Figueroa

CREATING THE REDISTRICTING TASK FORCE TO DEVELOP RECOMMENDATIONS TO IMPROVE NEW
MEXICO'S REDISTRICTING PROCESS, INCLUDING PROPOSED LEGISLATION TO IMPLEMENT THE
RECOMMENDATIONS.

The court battles of the past three redistricting processes seriously undermined the public's
confidence in the political process. And the 2001 and 2011 redistricting processes ended with the
courts drawing the districts and costing New Mexico taxpayers an additional six million five
hundred thousand dollars ($6,500,000) in court costs and attorney fees

The 2021 Redistricting Act improved upon the existing redistricting process, especially public
engagement. But the composition of the Citizens Redistricting Committee (CRC), created by the
Redistricting Act was not representative of the demographic and geographic diversity of New
Mexico and Citizen Redistricting Committee maps had only advisory status only and were not
binding

Gerrymandering disenfranchises voters by undermining the fundamental premise of one person
one vote. Partisan gerrymandering is not just a political tactic — it’s a democratic failure

The interim process provides an opportunity to study this complex subject in detail while
including stakeholders

The Navajo Nation Human Rights Commission recognizes that fair redistricting is not merely a
technical exercise, but a civil and human right imperative

The reforms to be considered include revising the Redistricting Act to address the lack of
diversity and fact that the maps that the CRC put forward were only advisory; examine what has
worked and not worked in other states, including the creation of an independent redistricting
commission for state offices; and other reforms that may arise during discussions and

The task force will present their findings and recommendations to at least two interim
committees and the Legislative Council by December 31, 2027

Supported by: Navajo Nation Human Rights Commission; Common Cause New Mexico;
Election Reformers Network; League of Women Voters of New Mexico; Lutheran Advocacy
Ministry — New Mexico; New Mexico Conference of Churches; Progressive Democrats of
America — Central New Mexico

Contact: Hannah Burling president@lwvnm.org 505-603-1601
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