Please Support Senate Memorial 1 (SM1)
A Memorial Urging the U.S. Congress to Pass Legislation that would
Create Standards for Congressional Redistricting and Ban Midcycle Redistricting
Sponsored by Senators Natalie Figueroa and Harold Pope

GERRYMANDERING IS NOT THE LONG-TERM SOLUTION FOR GERRYMANDERING

Partisan gerrymandering disenfranchises voters by undermining the fundamental premise of one
person, one vote and infringing on a voter's first amendment right to associate freely and
fourteenth amendment right to equal protection of the laws under the United States constitution

The 2025 acts of midcycle redistricting increased partisan divisions, and additional acts of
midcycle redistricting are predicted in 2026, which will worsen political polarization further

Article 1 as well as the fourteenth amendment to the United States constitution grant congress
the authority to enact laws governing the manner of elections for members of the United States
house of representatives; establish terms and conditions states must follow in carrying out
congressional redistricting after an apportionment; and enact laws to protect against excessive
partisan gerrymandering.

Requiring states to use uniform redistricting criteria is an appropriate and important exercise of
that congressional authority.

Prohibiting states from further midcycle redistricting unless court-ordered is also an appropriate
and important exercise of that congressional authority.

Congress's authority regarding redistricting is limited to the United States house of
representatives.

If passed, this memorial would state that the New Mexico Senate urges the United States
Congress to pass legislation to require uniform redistricting criteria and uniform process
standards for the United States House of Representatives apportionment/redistricting, and
to prohibit states from midcycle redistricting unless court-ordered.

Supported by: Navajo Nation Human Rights Commission; Common Cause New Mexico;
Election Reformers Network; League of Women Voters of New Mexico: Progressive Democrats
of America — Central New Mexico; Lutheran Advocacy Ministry-New Mexico; New Mexico
Conference of Churches; Veterans and Military Families Caucus;

Contact: Hannah Burling president@lwvnm.org 505-603-1601
Dick Mason act@lwvnm.org 505-239-3804



