From the League of Women Voters of Southern New Mexico 2020 Voters Guide:

“Discuss the extent to which the public should have a role in the redistricting process that will occur in 2021“

Surveys sent to regional candidates only

(unedited)

 Ron Griggs (Republican)

Crystal R Diamond (Republican) 

Redrawing of legislative districts, as required by federal law following a census, allows for each district to represent equal population. It is important that the public plays an active role in assisting with the boundary process to avoid political gerrymandering and ensure that entire communities are represented without divide.
Joanne J. Ferrary (Democrat) 

I endorse the idea of a non-partisan Committee with representation from both parties and without elected officials being involved, so that people are deciding who they elect, not elected deciding who they want as voters. There are already plans underway to develop a process that would be fair and just, which includes public input.
Doreen Yvonne Gallegos (Democrat)

The public should be very involved in redistricting in 2021. I hope to be a member of the interim committee that travels all over New Mexico hearing from our citizens and local government officials. It’s important that the Legislature go to the rural communities of interest to see what areas should be brought together to ensure fair representation.

Re-districting should be important to all of us. This is the first time I will have a role in any decision making. I don’t know what role the public has now so I can’t really say what should or shouldn’t be changed. The members of the legislature are your elected representatives so I would stay in contact with us as the process moves forward.
Carrie Hamblen (Democrat) 

We have a potential challenge with the getting accurate numbers from the census and that will impact redistricting. However, understanding that many districts in the state have been gerrymandered, we need to involve the public in the redistricting process as it will effect elections, policy, and available resources for the next 10 years. There also needs to be a public education campaign to inform constituents about the role of redistricting and to ensure appropriate representation.

Micaela Lara Cadena (Democrat) 
The 2021 redistricting process will play out within the most transparent legislative rules and procedures we’ve had over New Mexico’s history. Legislative meetings have been webcast for several years, and are now archived as well. As always, the public will have capacity to engage through our legislative committee process which allows for public input. Everyday, New Mexicans are invited to express their ideas, concerns and questions to their legislators and members of the body overall.
Raymundo Lara (Democrat) 

To my knowledge, the public does have input in redistricting. If I recall correctly, meetings are held throughout the state for that sole purpose. I would suggest that community based groups and non profits also become involved in the process so that they may reach out to the public to encourage them to participate even further.

Angelica Rubio (Democrat) 

The public should very much be involved in the redistricting process in New Mexico. This should not just be something that the legislature is responsible for. I would support an independent committee, made up of a variety of people.

Nathan P. Small (Democrat) 

Ensuring fair representation is fundamental to democracy. Encouraging robust public participation in the 2021 redistricting process is something I strongly support.

William P Soules (Democrat) 

I believe we should have an independent redistributing Committee to make recommendations for redistributing. This should involve public hearings and transparency. The process will always be political but districts should be drawn that represent the people who live there and not the office holders or wishes of the political parties.
Jeff Steinborn (Democrat) 

Its time for NM to create an independent redistricting commission to create more equitable and effective legislative districts. The current redistricting system allows the legislature to create its own district boundaries to protect political futures rather than group voters and citizens together in a way that maximizes community representation. Given that we do not have this system in place now I support efforts underway to create a citizen initiative to assist the legislature in this process.

