Central New Mexico Legislators on Redistricting

Katy Duhigg (Democrat)
The public needs to have full access to all redistricting discussions, and any committee meetings where redistricting as discussed should provide notice to the public that meets OMA requirements, regardless of the fact that those requirements generally are not required for committee meetings. The public also needs to have a meaningful opportunity to be heard, And one that is not limited to options available when we don’t have a pandemic going on. We will likely need to adjust our procedures so that people can participate safely from home. Districts should be drawn in a way that preserves communities of interest, they are contiguous, and they are not based on protection of incumbents or promotion of one party over another.
Day Hochman-Vigil (Democrat)

Although I have yet to be a part of the redistricting process, I believe the process should be handled in a bipartisan, transparent manner so as to remove unnecessary manipulation of numbers to craft districts that only offer advantages to political parties and candidates.
Marian Matthews (Democrat)

Not having been involved in redistricting before, I'm not sure how to answer this question. It used to be (years ago) the 
dems and Rs would get together and decide on the safe seats and then the party in power would draw lines for the remaining seats to try to maintain power. Some criteria would be nice:
No weird gerrymandering. Try to make seats competitive (I say that in the throes of running in a very competitive district but people do have a choice).
Have outside group draw the lines. Even better have agreement on the outside source to use. That's a good luck with that idea. I should add that competitive seats add a lot to the cost of running, increasing at least arguably the influence of money. Maybe some country like Switzerland has a good system. Good luck with your project.
Jerry Ortiz Y Pino (Democrat) – will co-sponsor the 2021 redistricting bill
An independent commission should be created that would scrupulously follow the guidelines for these districts without regard for incumbent protections or partisan imbalance. The plans created by that commission should be adopted by the Legislature without significant (or perhaps any) changes. This would reduce the likelihood of litigation (with its attendant costs to the State). The commission's hearings and decisions should be done in full public view, open meetings webcast statewide. Their recommended plans would be circulated for several days prior to the Legislature adopting them. The simplest, least controversial method for selecting the commission would be to have the Governor name two of its three members from the ranks of retired State Supreme Court Justices, one of each major party. Those two would then have to agree on a third retired justice to complete the Commission. Our recent redistricting has been done largely by the Judiciary anyhow.
Andrea Romero (Democrat)

First and foremost, we should ensure our data for redistricting reflects that of the 2020 Census. The redistricting process should also include independent redistricting commissions. These commissions should focus on inclusivity, good-faith negotiation, transparency which will allow for fair redistricting that protects community interests and guards against partisan, racial and class-based gerrymandering
Daniel Ivey-Soto (Democrat)

While the current reading of the state constitution places this responsibility with the Legislature, nothing would prohibit us from requesting a recommendation for independently-drawn districts by a non-legislative group, such as the independent State Ethics Commission. I believe we should take that step and then work from the independent recommendation to finish our work.
Bill Tallman (Democrat)

Adapt a system similar to Iowa whereby a commission made up of professionals and non partisans folks perform redistricting. In another survey he supported an Independent Redistricting Comm.
Harold Pope (Democrat)
Does the New Mexico legislature have a responsibility to redistrict the state to enhance the quality of representation among all voters?


Yes
Do you support the establishment of an independent redistricting commission to end gerrymandering?






Yes
Matthew McQueen (Democrat)

Voters should pick their elected officials; elected officials shouldn’t pick their voters. I support a citizen-led, nonpartisan redistricting commission, subject to the Open Meetings Act, with input from the general public. The process must be public and transparent, with accessible, web-casted hearings held across the state. 
Natalie Figueroa (Democrat)
Did not respond to surveys, but was on the Redistricting Task Force and is a strong supporter of reform.

Bill O’Neill (Democrat)
Did not respond to surveys, but is a strong supporter of reform. Has sponsored independent redistricting commission  legislation.

Mark Moores (Republican) – will co-sponsor the 2021 redistricting reform bill
Did not respond to surveys, but has sponsored a number of redistricting reform pieces of legislation.

Brenda McKenna (Democrat)
Dick Mason spoke with her and she will support reform
